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Students brace for over 7

engg entrance tests in state
IT'S TIMEFOR ONE TEST

Bengaluru: Manas Gururaj

finished hisclass12boardex- .

aminations last week. But
the teenager is notentitled to
any break yet. He has fivemo-
re examinations — all ent-
rance tests to various engine-
ering programmes — lined
upfor May, before he could let
himself have a vacation.

Students aspiring to pur-
sue engineering courses in
Karnataka write over seven
entrance tests, besides the
Common Entrance Test and
the test by Consortium of
Engineering Colleges in
Karnataka (Comed-K).

However, the system is
set for an overhaul as the All
India Council of Technical
Education has begun the
work for a common enginee-
ring entrance exam, to be in-
troduced from the academic
year 2019.

Among the various inde-
pendentenglneeringmtran

ce tests, there were 16,000
applicants for PESSAT,
which decides admissions to
594 seats in PES Institute of
Technology. PESSAT will be
conducted in various cities
between May 2 and 20.

“The number of applica-
tions has gone up by 10 per
cent this year. While 50% of
the applicants are from
Bengaluru, the rest are from

cmesukskanchi,nelh!md
Vijayawada,” said Ajoy Ku-
mar, CEO, PES University.

While ensuring that the
dates of the entrance exams
do not clash, universities al-
so ensure that students are
given the choice of changing
the dates as per their conve-
nience,

bcomnmtnmu/
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\ fanipal Institute of
1 Technology, run by the

pal University, has clo-
cations for the 2017-
mic year. Those who

April
13. The institution has
peived a whopping 52,000
ications for 3,800 seats

/in five slots and applications
for the 200 seats in the institu-

en
onmn‘omuleacademlcyear
.2019. “Having a unified natio-

A CTE will bring
~single CET for
gg courses in’19

nal entrance exam for admis-
sions to technical institu-
tions may not only be a boon
for students but also for some
private universities conduc-
ting their own entrance
tests,” an academician expla-

Private and deemed uni-

mely convenient for students,
Manipal will definitely comp-
ly with the norms,” said Sri-
kanth Rao, Manipal Universi-

ty Mangaluru.

Registrar of Reva Institute
of Technology and Manage-
ment M Dhanamjaya said that
a common test would benefit
both students as well as insti-
tutions equally.

“As of now, 50% of our se-
ats are reserved for students

* who clear the university ent-

ranceexam. A single entrance
will make the admission pro-
cess simpler for such universi-
ties,” he said.

“India isavery huge count-
ry and it doesn't make much
sense to have a single entrance
for engineering courses. It's
better to continue with the ex-
isting system of having state
entrance exams, especially for
engineering students,” Rao
added.
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